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death and injury. The extent of contamination that remains
in Laos has not been documented and no national landmine/
UXO survey has been conducted. However, NPA developed a
unique survey methodology that is evidence-based and focuses on identifying and mapping cluster-munition strikes. Such
a survey can provide a baseline on what remains to be cleared,
and a way to prioritize tasks.
From FY1995 through FY2014, the United States invested
more than $84 million in Laos in mine-action activities. In
FY2014, the U.S. government contributed more than $13 million for CWD in Laos.
The Department of State supported the work of the following implementing partners:
• Catholic Relief Services provided first-aid training and
equipment to health volunteers in communities at risk for
UXO accidents; and delivered risk education to primary
school-age children.
• HALO supported UXO clearance teams tasked with survey
and clearance of UXO in Savannakhet Province.
• Health Leadership International continued work to improve medical diagnostic capabilities and competencies
of district-level medical personnel and medical education
in UXO-affected districts in Laos. The organization delivered five portable ultrasound machines to hospitals for
the program.
• MAG supported survey and clearance teams in Xieng
Khouang Province.
• NPA continued their evidence-based survey work in
Sekong Province and expanded operations into Salavan
Province.
• Spirit of Soccer provided risk education for school children
through soccer coaching activities and sports, specifically in
Xieng Khouang Province; and delivered a women’s soccer
clinic that disseminated mine risk education and trained
coaches from Burma, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.
• Sterling Global partnered with UXO Lao on UXO survey
and clearance efforts and provided managerial support
to the National Regulatory Authority, which oversees all
UXO-related activities in Laos.
• World Education, Inc. presented an improved victim assistance program in Xieng Khouang Province, providing
trauma-care training capacity for Lao medical trainers,
developing a national first-aid curriculum, and delivering
risk education in 200 primary schools.
USAID’s Leahy War Victims Fund provided funding to the
Cooperative Orthotic Prosthetic Enterprise to support physical rehabilitation programs, including prosthetics, orthotics,
and mobility aids to nearly 4,500 people, including 1,500 children. The fund also supported World Education, Inc. to provide
small grants in the areas of rehabilitation training, economic
support, assistive devices, and medical rehabilitation.

Marshall Islands
Despite extensive clearance efforts in the 1950s, UXO contamination from World War II continues to affect the Marshall
Islands. UXO of both U.S. and Japanese origin remain on some
of the nation’s atolls.
From FY2013 through FY2014, the United States invested
more than $528,000 for UXO clearance, specifically on the Mili
and Maloelap Atolls. In FY2014, the U.S. government contributed more than $260,000 for CWD in the Marshall Islands.
The Department of State supported the work of the following implementing partner:
• Golden West continued survey and clearance efforts on
Maloelap Atoll, to destroy Japanese sea mines, and to
make additional upgrades to the island hopper kit (consisting of light, mobile and low-cost clearance systems)
with equipment support from HD R&D.

Palau
World War II-era UXO continues to affect Palau, an island
nation in the Pacific Ocean. UXO remain throughout Palau’s
many islands with the greatest contamination on the island of
Peleliu, a result of the fierce fighting between U.S. and Japanese
forces in 1944.
From FY2009 through FY2014, the United States invested
more than $1.3 million for CWD and battle area clearance efforts in Palau, including battle area clearance along Bloody
Nose Ridge in Peleliu and UXO spot-task removal in the nation’s various islands. In FY2014, the U.S. government contributed nearly $690,000 for CWD in Palau.
The Department of State supported the work of the following implementing partners:
• Cleared Ground Demining conducted battle area clearance of priority areas on Peleliu Island and UXO spot
clearance tasks on the main islands of Babeldaob, Koror,
and Malakal.
• NPA conducted battle area clearance of priority areas on
the island of Peleliu and UXO spot clearance tasks on the
main islands of Koror, Babeldaob, and Malakal.

Solomon Islands
World War II-era UXO still contaminate the Solomon
Islands. From FY2011 through FY2014, the United States provided nearly $2.8 million to support EOD and clearance in the
Solomon Islands. In FY2014, the U.S. government contributed
more than $900,000 for CWD in Solomon Islands.
The Department of State supported the work of the following implementing partner:
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Regional Support
In FY2014, the Department of State provided $30,000 to ITF
in support of logistical and administrative costs associated
with hosting the 8th Regional Approach to Stockpile Reduction
(RASR) Workshop held in Split, Croatia in May 2015.
The RASR initiative seeks to eliminate threats posed by
surplus, improperly stored, poorly secured, unserviceable, or
otherwise hazardous stockpiles of conventional weapons and
munitions in Southeast Europe. The illicit proliferation of conventional weapons and the unplanned explosions of stockpiles
of obsolete and/or deteriorating munitions can cause severe
humanitarian and security catastrophes and destabilize individual countries or entire regions.
RASR’s priority issues related to stockpile reduction are:
1. National and regional policy
2. Infrastructure
3. Training, education, and capacity building
4. Sharing of best practices and other information
5. Standardization of munitions classifications, surveillance
systems, and points of contact
United States representatives, Southeastern European government officials with authority over their countries’ stockpiles management, officials from relevant donor government
agencies, and various experts on arms and munitions issues
regularly attend RASR workshops. RASR draws on the expertise of PM/WRA, ITF, NSPA, OSCE, RACVIAC-Center for
Security Cooperation, the South Eastern and Eastern Europe
Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light
Weapons, Small Arms Survey, and the Swiss Implementation
and Verification Unit of the Swiss Army.

Other U.S. Support

In FY2014, the U.S. government provided $975,000 for CWD
support in other European countries. The Department of State
did not fund activities in these countries, but the Department
of Defense funded the following:
Cyprus: In FY2014, USEUCOM deployed military EOD personnel to conduct courses on advanced disposal techniques
and ammunition stockpile management for the Cypriot
National Guard. Training focused on destruction techniques,
safety, and policies and procedures for ordnance storage. It
also included program assessment visits to monitor and improve all aspects of the UXO disposal program.
Estonia: USEUCOM deployed personnel from the State
Partnership Program in Maryland (United States) to Estonia
to conduct UXO disposal training for 15 Estonian medical personnel who subsequently trained 75 Estonian EOD technicians
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from the Estonian Ministry of Interior. The training covered
emergency medical response, public affairs, and mine risk
education. The emergency medical first-responder training
consisted of a one-week course on basic emergency medical
techniques.
Kosovo: USEUCOM deployed military EOD personnel to
conduct a basic medical and CASEVAC train-the-trainer course
to five Kosovo Security Force (KSF) medical personnel and
20 KSF EOD/deminers. USEUCOM also observed KSF medical
personnel providing a one-week basic medical and CASEVAC
training course.
Moldova: USEUCOM deployed personnel from the State
Partnership Program in North Carolina (United States) to
conduct landmine and UXO disposal training to 18 Moldovan
EOD personnel and 15 Moldovan medical personnel. Training
included survey, marking, and mapping of landmine and UXO
contaminated areas; landmine and UXO disposal; quality assurance and control; and medical first-responder training with
emphasis on blast-trauma injuries. It also included program
assessment visits to monitor and improve all aspects of the
UXO disposal program.
Montenegro: USEUCOM deployed military EOD personnel
to conduct UXO disposal training to improve Montenegrin underwater EOD capacity, including survey, marking, and mapping of UXO contaminated areas; landmine and UXO disposal;
and quality assurance and control. It also included program assessment visits to monitor and improve all aspects of the UXO
disposal program.
Note: In all of the preceding Department of Defense’s
funding, the OHDACA appropriation funded humanitarian mine-action program activities, supplies, equipment,
and services.

